
American History I 
Biography Terms – Weeks 1-17 

 

These figures are to be used in the way YOU learn best. Place biography figures on timeline using dates you will remember (i.e. - what makes 
them significant). Terms without a date may be placed near the related biography figure. You should know how they relate to each other and 
their significant place in history. 

 

 

 
Definitions, dates and pictures compiled and paraphrased from The Dictionary for Cultural Literacy, Encyclopedia Britannica, Dictionary.com, and 
Wikipedia.com (pictures). 

WEEK 2 
 

 
Sir Walter Raleigh (1552-1618): 
English aristocrat, writer, poet, 
soldier, politician, courtier, spy, 
explorer and favorite of Elizabeth 
I. He failed at several attempts to 
colonize the American coast, 
including the Lost Colony at 
Roanoke Island.  He was 
eventually convicted of treason 
by James I and executed.  
 

 
Virginia Dare (1587): 
The first child born in America of 
English parents.  She 
disappeared with the rest of the 
colony on Roanoke Island in 
Virginia. 
 

 
Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603, 
Reigned 1558-1603): 
Also known as the “Virgin Queen” 
for never marrying and Namesake 
of Virginia Colony. One of the most 
effective monarchs in British 
history.  Her reign was the birth of 
England’s global expansion and 
colonization into the New World.   

 
Roanoke (1585-1587): 
Known as ‘The Lost Colony” was 
to establish a permanent English 
settlement in the Virginia Colony.  
After several unsuccessful 
attempts to establish a colony it 
was abandoned when the 
colonists disappeared after three 
years without supplies from 
England during the Anglo-
Spanish War.   
 
Charter: 
A document issued by a 
sovereign or state, outlining the 
conditions under which a 
corporation, colony, city, or other 
corporate body is organized, and 
defining its rights and privileges. 
 
 
WEEK 3 
 

 
Jamestown (1607): 
The first permanent English 
settlement in North American 
1607; Founded to look for gold 
mining for the Virginia Company 
and to establish a permanent 
foothold in North America for 
England. 
 

 
James I (1566-1625, reign 
1603-1625): 
Son of Mary Queen of Scots, 
King of Scotland as James VI 
and first Stuart King of England 
as James I.  (1606) Issued 
charter to establish Colony of 
Virginia. Namesake of 
Jamestown.  
 

 
John Smith (1580-1631): 
A British soldier who was founder 
of the American colony of 
Jamestown.  He was allegedly 
saved from death by 
Pocahontas. 
 

 
Powhatan (1550-1618): 
Algonquin leader who was the 
father of Pocahontas.  He was 
the founder of the Powhatan 
Confederacy.  His daughter’s 
marriage to John Rolfe helped to 
establish peaceful relations with 
the English. 
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The Starving Time (1609-1610): 

At Jamestown in the Colony of 
Virginia, a period of starvation 
during the winter of 1609–1610 
in which all but 60 of 500 
colonists died. 
 
 

 
Pocahontas (1595-1617): 
Daughter of the Algonquin 
leader, Powhatan, friend to the 
English colonists at Jamestown 
and credited with saving the life 
of John Smith.  She married 
Englishman John Rolfe. 
 
John Rolfe (1585-1622): 
Early English settler of 
Jamestown and husband of 
Pocahontas. Their marriage 
brought peace between the 
English and the Powhatan for a 
time.  His success cultivating 
tobacco helped make colony a 
success financially. 
 
WEEK 4 
 

 
William Bradford (1590-1657): 

A leader in Plymouth Colony 
and signer of the Mayflower 
Compact (1620). He served as 
Plymouth Colony Governor five 
times covering about thirty 
years.  His journal, Of Plymouth 
Plantation, is an important 
historic document. 

 
The Mayflower Compact (1620): 
This document signed on board 
the Mayflower.  It was the first 
governing document of Plymouth 
Colony.   Its purpose was to 
establish fair laws for the benefit of 
the entire colony and to prevent 
dissent amongst Puritans and non-
separatist Pilgrims at Plymouth. 
 
 

  
Miles Standish (1584-1636): 
Miles Standish was an English 
military officer hired by the 
Pilgrims as military advisor for 
Plymouth Colony (162). One of 
the Mayflower passengers, 
Standish played a leading role in 
the administration and defense of 
Plymouth Colony from its 
inception. 
 
 

 
1620: 
The year of the Mayflower’s 
voyage to New England with the 
Pilgrims.  Also, the year of the 
signing of the Mayflower 
Compact. 
 

 
 
WEEK 5 
 

 
Puritans (1630): 
A group of radical English 
Protestants who wanted to purify 
the Church of England.  They 
urged a strict moral code and 
placed a high value on hard 
work.  Many Puritans, persecuted 
in their homeland, came to 
America in the 1620’s and 
1630’s, settling colonies that 
eventually became 
Massachusetts. 
 
 

 
Separatists/Pilgrims (1620) 
The Pilgrims were called 
Separatists because, unlike the 
Puritans, they believed they 
needed to separate from the 
Church of England because their 
differences over doctrine were 
irreconcilable and their worship 
should be organized 
independently of the trappings, 
traditions and organization of a 
central church. 
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John Winthrop (1588-1649): 
First governor of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, he 
led the first large wave of 
migrants from England in 1630 
and served as governor for 12 
years. His writings and vision of 
the colony as a Puritan "city upon 
a hill" dominated New England 
colonial development, influencing 
the government and religion of 
neighboring colonies. 
 
 

Massachusetts Bay Colony 
(1630):  An English settlement on 
the east coast of North America 
in the 17th century, in New 
England, situated around the 
present-day cities of Salem and 
Boston. 
 
 
WEEK 6 
 

 
King Phillip’s War (1675-1676): 
Marked the last major effort by 
the Indians of southern New 
England to drive out the English 
settlers. Led by Metacom, the 
Pokunoket chief called ‘King 
Philip’ by the English. The bands 
known today as Wampanoag 
Indians joined with the Nipmucks, 
Pocumtucks, and Narragansetts 
in a bloody uprising. It lasted 
fourteen months and destroyed 
twelve frontier towns. 

 
Salem Witch Trials (1692): 

The Salem witch trials were a 
series of hearings and 
prosecutions of people accused 
of witchcraft in colonial 
Massachusetts between 
February 1692 and May 1693. 
The trials resulted in 
the executions of twenty 
people, most of them women. 
 
 

 
Samuel Parris (1653-1720): 
Pastor in Salem, Mass. during 
the Witch Trials.  His daughter 
and niece were involved in the 
ordeal. 
 
 

 
Cotton Mather (1663-1728): 

Socially and politically 
influential New 
England Puritan minister, 
author and scientist; 
remembered for his role in 
the Salem witch trials and his 
scientific support of inoculation 
use in America. 
 

 
Massasoit (1580-1661): 

The sachem (leader) of 
the Wampanoag and 
the Wampanoag Confederacy.  
He prevented the failure 
of Plymouth Colony and the 
almost certain starvation the 
Pilgrims faced during the 
earliest years of the colony's 
establishment. 
 
 
WEEK 7 
 
New England Colonies  
(1620-1638): Northern colonies 
of America were settled by 
Pilgrims and Puritans from 
England seeking religious 
freedom and to establish 
Christian communities. 
 
 
Middle Colonies (1626-1682): 
Mid-Atlantic colonies of America 
were characterized by mainland 
European emigrants with a 
variety of religious backgrounds.  
These colonies tended to be 
more tolerant of religious and 
cultural differences. 
 
 
Southern Colonies (1607-1732): 

Southeastern colonies of 
America were founded by 
English aristocrats and business 
men who were attracted to the 
rich farmlands of the region. 
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Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758): 

His powerful sermons inspired 
the Great Awakening. Christian 
preacher, philosopher, 
theologian, "widely 
acknowledged to be America's 
most important and original 
philosophical theologian" and 
one of America's greatest 
intellectuals. 
   
 
 

 
George Whitefield (1714-1770): 

An English Anglican preacher 
who helped spread the Great 
Awakening in Britain and in the 
American colonies known for 
passionate outdoor preaching 
and friend of Ben Franklin. 
 
 

 
John Wesley (1703-1791): 

An Anglican cleric and Christian 
theologian who, with his 
brother Charles Wesley and 
fellow cleric George Whitefield, 
is credited with the foundation 
of the evangelical movement 
known as Methodism both in 
Britain and America.  
 

 
WEEK 9 
 
The Navigation Acts  
(1651-1847): Series of laws 
designed to expand British trade 
around the world and stop its 
colonies from trading with any 
other country besides Britain. 
One reason for the American 
Revolution (1764 Sugar Act). 
 
 

 
Edward Teach [Blackbeard} 

(died 1718): Notorious 
English pirate who operated 
around the West Indies and the 
eastern coast of the American 
colonies. He captured a French 
merchant vessel, renamed 
her Queen Anne's Revenge, 
and equipped her with 40 guns. 
 
 

 
 

Miss Eliza Lucas (1723-1793): 
Most important agriculturalist in 
the colonies. She developed 
indigo (dye) as one of South 
Carolina’s most important cash 
crops and produced one-third the 
total value of the colony’s exports 
before the Revolutionary War.  
Manager of three plantations at 
age seventeen, she had a major 
impact on the economy. 
 

 
Mercantilism 
Economic theory that a nation's 
prosperity depends upon its 
supply of gold and silver, and its 
volume of trade is unchangeable. 
Theory suggests government 
should play an active role in the 
economy by controlling import 
and export of goods. Drove 
countries to attain foreign 
colonies for their natural 
resources. 
 
 
WEEK 12 
 

 
James Wolfe (1759): 
Defeated the French force under 
Montcalm allowing British forces 
to capture the city;  was killed at 
the height of the battle by a 
French cannon shot.  Called “The 
Conqueror of Quebec”. 
 
 

 
General Braddock (1754-1755): 
Commander of British forces in 
North America during start of 
French and Indian War.  
Remembered for his disastrous 
expedition against the French 
occupied Ohio Country in 1755 in 
which he lost his life. 
 
 
 
 

http://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Economics
http://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Nation
http://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Gold
http://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Silver
http://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Trade
http://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Government


American History I 
Biography Terms – Weeks 1-17 

 

These figures are to be used in the way YOU learn best. Place biography figures on timeline using dates you will remember (i.e. - what makes 
them significant). Terms without a date may be placed near the related biography figure. You should know how they relate to each other and 
their significant place in history. 

 

 

 
Definitions, dates and pictures compiled and paraphrased from The Dictionary for Cultural Literacy, Encyclopedia Britannica, Dictionary.com, and 
Wikipedia.com (pictures). 

 

 
Montcalm (1759) 
Commander of the French forces 
in North America during the 
Seven Year’s War (French & 
Indian War) and defeated by 
General Wolfe. Died at the 
pivotal Battle of Quebec. 
 

 
Treaty of Paris (1763): 
Signed on February 10, 1763, by 
the kingdoms of Great Britain, 
France, and Spain, with Portugal 
in agreement.  It ended the 
French and Indian War/ Seven 
Year’s War.  The treaty marked 
the beginning of British 
dominance outside Europe. 
 
 

 
The French and Indian War 
(1754-1763):  North American 
conflict that was part of a larger 
imperial conflict between Great 
Britain and France known as the 
Seven Years’ War. The French 
and Indian War began in 1754 and 
ended with the Treaty of Paris in 
1763. The war provided Great 
Britain enormous territorial gains in 
North America, but disputes over 
subsequent frontier policy and 
paying the war’s expenses led to 
colonial discontent and ultimately 
to the American Revolution. 

WEEK 13 
The Sugar Act (1764): 
Designed to increase British tax 
revenues after a costly war, the 
colonists were taxed on a variety 
of foreign goods such as sugar, 
coffee, etc.; This severely 
reduced trade and upset colonial 
economy, setting the stage for 
revolt. 
 
The Stamp Act (1765): 
Parliament’s first attempt to 
assert control over the American 
colonies by taxing documents, 
newspapers, etc., to aid in 
reducing massive national war 
debt.  This act enraged the 
colonists and fanned the flames 
of revolt. 
 
The Townshend Act (1767): 
Colonial hostilities rose again 
when British Prime Minister 
sponsored a tax on glass, paint, 
oil, lead, paper, and tea in order 
to pay for administration of the 
colonies.  Colonial opposition led 
to repeals on all taxes except the 
duty on tea. 
 
The Intolerable Acts (1774): 
Harshest of all laws passed by 
Parliament in response to the 
Boston Tea Party; nicknamed by 
the colonists as intolerable.  
(Impartial Administration of Just 
Act, Massachusetts Bay Regula-
ting Act, Boston Port Act, 
Quartering Act, and the Quebec 
Act.) 
 
Taxation without Representation: 

A principal offense of Britain 
listed in the Declaration of 
Independence.  Colonists were 
not allowed to choose 
representatives to Parliament, 
which passed the laws taxing 
colonists.  To be taxed with the 
consent of one’s representatives 
in Parliament was cherished right 
under English law granted by 
Magna Carta. 

WEEK 14 
 

 
First Continental Congress 
September 1774:  
Assembly of delegates from 13 
colonies met before the 
Revolutionary War; important 
step to unity among the colonies. 
First meeting organized militias, 
boycotted British goods in 
response to the Intolerable Acts 
and would meet again if 
necessary. 
 
 

 
Boston Tea Party  
December 16, 1773: 
Even after the repeal of the 
Townshend Acts, the British 
continued to tax tea.  A group led 
by Paul Revere, Samuel Adams, 
and others, dressed up as Native 
Americans and secretly boarded 
the English ships in Boston, 
throwing the tea in the harbor. 
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King George III (1738-1820): 
King of England, Ireland, and 
Hanover who suffered from 
mental instability.  His unfair 
government policies provoked 
war with the American colonies 
and led to his defeat during the 
Revolutionary War. 
 
WEEK 15 
 

 
Paul Revere (1735-1818): 
American silversmith, engraver, 
early industrialist, and a patriot in 
the American Revolution; famous 
for alerting the Colonial militia to 
the approach of British forces 
before the battles of Lexington 
and Concord. 
 
 

 
William Dawes  
April 18, 1775: 
Alerted colonial minutemen to the 
approach of British army troops 
prior to the Battle of Lexington 
and Concord.  Was captured with 
Paul Revere by the British. 

 
Boston Massacre 
March 5, 1770: 
An incident in which British 
Army soldiers killed five male 
civilians and injured six others, 
propaganda from Paul Revere 
inflamed colonists against Britain. 
John Adams defended soldiers.  
 
 

 
Battle of Lexington  
April 19, 1775: 
First battle of the Revolutionary 
War.  British troops moved to 
seize the colonists’ military 
supplies and arrest revolution-
aries but were resisted by the 
Minutemen in Lexington and 
Concord. 
 
 

 
Thomas Gage 
April 18, 1775: 
Governor of Massachusetts and 
general of the British troops in 
Boston who gave the order to 
seize and destroy the colonist’s 
military supplies at Concord. 
 
 
 

WEEK 16 
 

 
General Howe 
June 17, 1775: 
Commander-in-Chief of British 
forces and Victorious at Bunker 
Hill, New York and Philadelphia. 
 
 

 
William Prescott 
June 17, 1775: 
General in charge of American 
forces at Battle of Bunker Hill 
who dealt terrible losses to the 
British.  Reportedly said, “Do not 
fire till you see the whites of their 
eyes” because of their lack of 
ammunition. 
 
 

 
The Battle of Bunker Hill 
Jun 17, 1775: 
The first intense battle of the 
Revolutionary War actually 
fought at Breed’s Hill.  It took 
three attempts for the British, 
under General Howe, to displace 
the outnumbered Patriots. 
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WEEK 17 
 

 
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826): 
An American Founding Father, 
principal author of the 
Declaration of Independence 
(1776) and the third President of 
the United States (1801–1809); A 
spokesman for democracy, he 
embraced the principles of 
republicanism and the rights of 
the individual worldwide. 
 
 

 
Thomas Paine (1737-1809): 

English-American political 
activist, philosopher, author, 
and revolutionary; Author of 
influential pamphlet (Common 
Sense) at the start of the 
American Revolution, he 
inspired the Patriots in 1776 to 
declare independence from 
Britain. 
 
 
 
 

 
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) 
A Founding Father of the United 
States known for his extensive 
work as a political leader, activist, 
scientist, inventor, postmaster, 
statesman, diplomat and author. 
Inventions include the lightning 
rod, bifocals, and discoveries 
about electricity.  
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Century Book 
 
Timeline: 
Sir Walter Raleigh 
Virginia Dare 
Queen Elizabeth I 
Roanoke 
Charter  
 

 

□ Place timeline figures and terms in your Century Book with the dates.  
See handout. (Terms without dates may be placed near related terms for 
the week.) 
 
 

American History 
 
 □ Read pages 246-249 in The Kingfisher Encyclopedia of History. 

□ Read Chapter 3 in The History of US, Vol. 2. 

□ Read page 10 (the top) in Everything You Need To Know About 
American History Homework. 

□ Read Article “What Happened to the Lost Colony of Roanoke?” at 
 http://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/roanoke-colony.htm 
If the website listed above is no longer available, use other resources to 

find information. 

□ Complete worksheets. 
 

US Geography 
 

Geography Terms: 
hill 
cape 
 
* Advanced Study Worksheets are 
required for 7th graders, suggested for 6th 
graders, and optional for 4th -5th graders. 
 
 

 

□ *Complete Worksheets 

□ Define geography terms. Illustrate or print picture.  Name an example.  
 

Learning Styles/Methods 
 

List some learning styles/methods you will 
use this week to learn and complete these 

assignments. 

□   

□   

□   
 

 

Suggested Helpful Resources:  

History Channel’s series America: The Story of Us and the cartoon series Liberty Kids are 

beneficial for auditory learners. 

 

http://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/roanoke-colony.htm
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Directions:  Use the word bank to complete the Time Rime.  These are completed in class. 

 

Oh my golly, 

Sir Walter __________________! 

At least you did try. 

To establish a _______________ colony, 

On Roanoke Island, 

But the colony was lost, Oh My! 

 

Queen ________________ I, 

The Virgin Queen, 

From whom Virginia gets its name. 

She was a great queen, 

Who colonized __________________, 

And gave England some fame. 

 

Virginia Dare, Virginia Dare, 

You __________________, 

But we still care. 

The first English ______________ in America, 

Born on Roanoke. 

We know for sure this made you famous, 

And this is not a joke. 

 
WORD BANK 

Disappeared 

Elizabeth 

Raleigh 

Baby 

America 

Virginia 
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Directions: Read Article “What Happened to the Lost Colony of Roanoke?” at 

 http://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/roanoke-colony.htmt and complete this fact-finding sheet to prepare 

for your newspaper article assignment.  Take notes while reading to answer the 5 W’s (Who, What, When, Where, & 

Why).    

 

Century Book: List significant events in the mystery of Roanoke’s lost colony on the timeline.  Younger (4th-7th): 3 

events.  Older (8th-12th): 5 events. Illustrations encouraged on timeline or this worksheet. 

SUGGESTED RESOURCE: Video “Mystery at Roanoke” at www.history.com 

Who 
(Significant people) 

 

 

 

 

 

What 
(What is the mystery?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When  

 

 

 

Where 

 

 

 

 

Why 
(Theories of why the 

colonists disappeared) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/roanoke-colony.htm
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Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

What do you think happened to the English settlers at Roanoke?  Write a newspaper article telling what happened. 

 

 

 
 

The Colonial Times 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Headline 

 

WHAT HAPPENED? 

 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

______________ 
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